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Rationale: To involve studentsin volunteer activities

Description:

In aservice learning instructional activity, students volunteer or work in the community
providing a service, yet gaining areal-life skill. It may be on-going or an one time activity. In
the high school setting, students can earn academic credit if the service is continual. On the
other hand, the activity may be a small component of the class curriculum.

Asaspecia educator in high school, | have utilized both styles of service learning. My
resource English class made Christmas stockings, individualizing each one, for a class of
specia education students from an inner-city elementary school. The stockings werefilled
with candy and toys my students brought from home. My students loved the activity.
Unfortunately, my students were unable to deliver them personally due to field trips restraints.

An example of on-going service learning instruction was my Building and Grounds
Maintenance class. The students gained landscaping and janitorial skillswhile providing a
service for the school. A specific project the students excelled in was rebuilding a flowerbed
that had been neglected for several years. It required toiling, clearing, planning, purchasing,
and creating a colorfully designed flowerbed. The students were very proud of their
accomplishment.

Thus, service-learning projects can be as broad or specific as the instructor designs. It isan
invaluable instructional tool providing real life skillsfor the student and a service for the
community.




